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Key Dates: 

 April 1, 2012: Pre-filled Registration packet 
available 

 April 2-August 31, 2012: TCR Mock Auction 
Phase 2 

 April 13, 2012: TCR Mock Auction Phase 1 
completed 

The Latest from the Marketplace Workstreams 

The Registration workstream 
has published v 2.5 of its 
Member Impacting Project 
Overview (MIPO). The MIPO 
introduces the GlobalSCAPE 
EFT tool for registration 
packet transport and includes 
a Q&A from the February 21 
workshop. Contact the 
workstream with any 
questions. 

The Consolidated Balancing 
Authority workstream has 
published v. 2.1 of its MIPO, 
which includes an updated 
timeline and next steps, and 
additional context around 
NERC registration and 
delegation of CBA 
responsibilities. Contact the 
CBA workstream with any 
questions. 

The Readiness & Metrics 
workstream held a Deep Dive 
with the Readiness liaisons 
March 1 to review the 
Readiness Metrics’ initial 
draft. The Readiness Metrics 
and meeting material can be 
found in the Readiness and 
Metrics project folder on the 
Integrated Marketplace 
website. 

SPP Sets Market Freeze Dates for Marketplace Models and New MPs 

SPP has set market-registration freeze dates for new Market Participants (MPs) and the market 
model as part of the Integrated Marketplace’s implementation. The market model’s freeze period 
(Aug. 1, 2013-May 31, 2014) will help ensure a stable environment and true comparison of results 
for the Marketplace’s Market Trials, scheduled to begin Jan. 7, 2013, with Connectivity Testing. (EIS 
Market modeling changes – not including new MP modeling – will continue with the current 
process of registration packets to SPP until the EIS Market function is retired when the 
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Marketplace goes live. 

All MPs, including those interested in participating in the Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) 
market trials, have a June 1, 2012 deadline for their registration packets. The TCR market trials 
begin Jan. 14, 2013; MPs who miss the deadline can participate in the trials beginning April 1, 2013. 

The TCR market will go live Oct. 25, 2013. MPs must submit their registration packets by Feb. 1, 
2013. Those that are loaded to the market model effective Aug. 1, 2013 – the last load before the 
model freeze – will be able to participate in the Go-Live ARR Allocation/TCR Auctions. 

Prospective MPs not currently participating in the EIS market, but who plan to enter the 
Marketplace when it goes live March 1, 2014, must send a complete and approved registration 
packet to SPP no later than Feb. 1, 2013. Packets received after Feb. 1, 2013, will not be eligible to 
enter the Marketplace when it goes live. 

Complete and approved registration packets received after Feb. 1, 2013, will be eligible for 
Marketplace entry effective Aug. 1, 2014. Once the market goes live in March 2014, SPP will 
engage its Onboarding Process for New MPs to enter the Marketplace. Between March 1 and Aug. 
1 2014, system configuration and coding will take place at SPP and at the MP’s site, along with MP 
training and MP testing.  

If the prospective MP is not ready on August 1, it will be scheduled for the next possible window 
(see Marketplace Protocol Revision Request 7 for further details). 

Please refer to the Registration workstream’s MIPO (v. 2.5) for additional details on the 
Marketplace freeze dates. 

Marketplace Program to add Entry/Exit Criteria to Milestone Reports 

Following discussions with the Change Working Group, the Integrated Marketplace program will 
include entry and exit criteria and critical-patch indicators for Member Milestones. Reporting this 
additional information is expected to improve overall communication between the program and 
the market, and help ensure program and member readiness. 

SPP Completes FERC Filing of Marketplace Tariff Revisions 

SPP completed a major milestone in implementing the Integrated Marketplace when it filed 
revisions to its Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on February 29, as scheduled. The Tariff revisions will provide the regulatory 
framework for the Integrated Marketplace’s operations. They were approved by the SPP Board of 
Directors on January 31.  

“The filing is the result of an extremely productive and collaborative effort between SPP and our 
stakeholders,” said SPP President and CEO Nick Brown. “With this filing, we have locked down the 
Integrated Marketplace’s design. We can now focus our collective energies on bringing the 
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Marketplace online, strengthening the region’s grid reliability, and increasing cost savings and 
efficiencies.”  

The filing culminated more than four years of work by SPP and its stakeholders to determine the 
appropriate design, develop and scrutinize the necessary Marketplace Protocols, and then develop, 
review, and ultimately file the Tariff revisions. The FERC’s review of the filing is expected to take 
several months. SPP requested a conditional order from FERC by July 31, 2012.  

The revision process began in July 2010 with initial changes to the SPP Tariff that were refined 
through the collaborative SPP-stakeholder process, and ultimately led to the language included in 
the filing. 

Marketplace Program Increases Use of Secure GlobalSCAPE EFT Tool 

The Integrated Marketplace program is improving the security surrounding the exchange of 
sensitive information by broadening its use of the GlobalSCAPE EFT (Enhanced File Transfer) tool. 

The Registration workstream will use GlobalSCAPE to exchange Marketplace registration packets, 
and has already contacted its liaisons with logon credentials for this secure FTP site. 

GlobalSCAPE will also be used to exchange test data for the Markets workstream, but this will only 
apply to physical asset owners. Market Systems liaisons will be given access to the Test Data folder. 

GlobalSCAPE replaces the use of email by using an intuitive graphical user interface to allow users 
to easily and securely exchange potentially sensitive market information. SPP further strengthens 
security by hosting the tool. 

The Transmission Congestion Rights Workstream has been using GlobalSCAPE since last year to 
successfully exchange files with MPs participating in the Mock Auction process.  

An FAQ document has been prepared to familiarize MPs with GlobalSCAPE and its implementation. 
Contact Customer Relations with any questions. 

Alstom Meets Critical Milestone in Development of Day Ahead System 

Alstom has met another critical milestone in its development of the Marketplace’s market systems 
by consistently running day-ahead market solutions in “Day Ahead Basic” mode. 

Meeting this milestone required Alstom to interface several different components in its 
development environment and have them consistently exchange 24 hours of data among the 
components each time a day-ahead run is executed. This will allow developers to incrementally 
add features to the day-ahead market components and identify and quickly correct problems.  

“I would like to extend a huge thank you and congratulations to all of the people within the Alstom 
project team, Alstom R&D, and SPP who contributed to getting us to this milestone,” said Kevin 
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Majeau, Alstom’s project manager. 

TCR Mock Auction Running Abbreviated Annual TCR Auction 

The Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) workstream and 31 MPs have completed an abbreviated 
Annual TCR Auction and three rounds of Auction Revenue Rights (ARR) during the Mock Auction’s 
first phase. 

Participants completed their submission of self-converts and/or TCR bids, submitting across 632 
unique paths. MPs nominated 28,306 megawatts (MW) of self converts for April and 26,258.4 MW 
for May. They submitted an additional 7,813.5 and 8,793.1 MW of bids for April and May, 
respectively. 

The TCR workstream will run an abbreviated Monthly Auction April 9-12 to determine the awards. 
The results will be posted April 13, ending the Mock Auction’s first phase. Previously, more than 
38,300 MW of ARR were awarded for April, and 37,468 MW of ARR were awarded for May. 

The second mock auction phase will begin April 2, and runs through August 31. SPP recommends 
participation in this auction phase. 

New on the Integrated Marketplace Website 

The Integrated 
Marketplace has its own 
section within SPP’s 
calendar function on 
SPP.org, devoted to deep 
dives, liaison workshops, 
and other Marketplace-
related meetings.  

An explanation of the 
liaisons’ responsibilities and 
an email contact to update 
MP liaisons have been 
added to the About the 
Program page. 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 SPP Customer Relations 
(questions@SPP.org) 

 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please refer to the Integrated Marketplace Workstream Email Address List if you have questions or feedback on the 
content of this message. 
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